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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. New documents to support Water Sensitive Urban Design

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This week, a raft of documents including State Planning Policies, guidelines and other documents were released to promote Water Sensitive Urban Design Across the state. Many of these documents have been released for consultation an feedback is sought from interested parties.

On 16 September,  the Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability, Kate Jones MP, announced the:

· draft State Planning Policy Healthy Waters (SPP),

· draft State Planning Policy Guideline for Healthy Waters and

· Development Assessment Code to guide decisions about development affecting waterway health. 

Minister Jones stated that under the final SPP “development applications would need to show how developers have adopted water-sensitive urban design principles” and “address the construction phase of a proposed development”. The full Ministerial Media Statement is available from the Queensland Government website. Two supporting documents have also been released by the State to assist in the implementation and interpretation of the SPP namely the:

· draft Urban Stormwater – Queensland Best Practice Environmental Management Guideline and 

· draft Technical Note: Derivation of Design Objectives 2009.  

The full suite of documents can be downloaded from the Department of Environment and Resource Management website.  

The SEQ Healthy Waterways Partnership has further supported the implementation of the draft SPP with the release of the:

· Water Sensitive Urban Design Deemed to Comply Solutions – Stormwater Quality for South East Queensland (Draft) and

· Water Sensitive Urban Design Deemed to Comply Solutions – Worked Solutions and Examples (Draft). 

These documents are available from the Water by Design website.

Feedback on these documents can be provided directly to the responsible agencies before 30 November 2009  (namely DERM for the first document – see the Department’s website or the SEQ Healthy Waterways Partnership for the final two documents (see the Water by Design website). Alternatively, comments can be forwarded to qldwater (hgold@qldwater.com.au) to be collated in a state-wide water industry response by 25 November.

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. qldwater & LGAQ Free Water Information Sessions Reminder

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The local government water industry is being buffeted by legislative and institutional change as a result of amalgamations and other State initiatives. qldwater and LGAQ are working to assist in raising awareness of factors influencing state government policy on water reform, particularly outside of SEQ, with local government members. 
 

In particular LGAQ and qldwater are seeking to:
-      continue engaging local governments to raise awareness;
-      recommend decisions be made on a deliberate course of action and:  
-      where appropriate assist and facilitate councils in making decisions around their water business other than the ‘do nothing’ option.   
 

To continue contact with regional Queensland councils, qldwater and LGAQ are convening a series of free water information workshops across the state. The sessions will include a briefing on changes affecting councils and provide a forum for coordinated feedback to the Queensland Government via the LGAQ.  
 

The first Water Information Session was successfully held in Toowoomba on 1 September.  There are still places available at the sessions to be held at the following venues - Charleville 24 September, Longreach 9 October, Cloncurry 23 October, Cairns 4 November, Gladstone 19 November and Thursday Island 2 December.   Full details and registration form are available under “Water Issues” on the www.qldwater.com.au website.
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. AWA WaterLinks Program

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WaterLinks is a regional network that supports partnerships, or twinning, between water and wastewater utilities in Asia and Australia to promote improved access to safe water and basic sanitation in the region.  It is a program supported by the Asian Development Bank, International Water Association and the US Agency for International Development. 

Core to WaterLink’s activities is the establishment of twinning partnerships to build capacity including direct counterpart exchange between water utilities. A number of Australian utilities are already participating and have implemented meaningful partnerships with Asian utilities. The benefits to the Australian utilities include international placement opportunities for staff, achievement of corporate social responsibility goals, and the potential to expand commercial interests. 

AWA has been approached to build a local network and support mechanism in Australia for the WaterLinks program. In the first instance, they are circulating information on the program and the upcoming WaterLinks Forum in Bangkok, September 28-30. More information can be obtained from the qldwater website or by contacting Heather at hgold@qldwater.com.au. Further details on this program will be forwarded shortly. 
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